Michaél Aerts

Planetarium
15.02.-18.04.2020

Galerie Clara Maria Sels | Poststral3e 3| 40213 Dusseldorf



Michaél Aerts PLANETARIUM

The Belgian artist Michaél Aerts (born 1979 in Dendermonde) deals in his works with the
cultural history of Europe in reflection on its development and relevance for our time.
Insights from philosophy, science, art and architecture of past centuries are reflected
intellectually and formally in his works. In his approach Michaél Aerts recalls the humanistic
spirit of the Renaissance.

In his latest series of works he leads us into a universe of thought. The center of the
exhibition are different planets, which Aerts symbolizes by floating sculptures in space. Each
planet consists of two halves of heads and suggested portraits of famous thinkers coming
from philosophy, physics, politics and art. They represent the knowledge of our world, the
foundation of our thinking.

Michaél Aerts draws parallels to the universe here; all planets of the universe influence each
other. They influence the positions and determine the states and condition on the
surrounding planets. And just as the universe is constantly evolving, as it mutually reshapes
itself, as new constellations arise, man has not yet reached the end of his evolution.

There is a series of planets in black pigments entitled Astronomy & Archeology. In the
universe we see black holes where time stands still, or a black mass that we can not yet
explain another series of planets the artist forms in white and red wax. Wax has always been
used as a material for preservation - literary but also visual, as can be seen for example in
wax museums. A third planetary series consists of earth from fields where otherwise grain
grows. Earth here stands for the material of our planet, which makes our life possible
through fertility.

The exhibition begins with two maps of the sky from the 17th century. For Aerts, they are
symbolic of the fact that at no time do we have complete knowledge of the universe. At all
times man develops techniques and sciences to understand the world in the last. The
totality of the universe exceeds our imagination and our knowledge. There is still much that
is unknown to us, just as also our brain in all its modes of operation is not yet to be
explained completely.

And so every visitor of the exhibition is part of the concept, to contribute with his own
thoughts and insights to the continuity and further development of the world.
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